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General Election Recap
The 2018 General Election was record-setting and exciting. Typically
midterm elections are slow with about half of the voters who come to vote
for president showing up to vote for governor. That was not the case this
November. Osceola County saw 53% voter turnout. This was the highest
midterm election turnout rate in our county since 1994.
To follow up this massive turnout, there were three statewide races that
were so close that the Secretary of State ordered machine recounts in all of
them. There had never been a statewide recount ordered in Florida’s history
and we were completing three at once. Deadlines that had been set but
never tested were now being applied. We saw political parties, candidates
and voters questioning processes and deadlines. Our office was
overwhelmed with the media and members of the public who were now
interested in what we do. Judges gave orders to change processes. All of
this came as a challenge while our office was focused on completing the
tasks at hand.
Our staff worked long hours over Veteran’s Day weekend to ensure that the
machine recount was completed correctly and on time. We then put in more
long hours over the following weekend once the Secretary of State ordered
two manual recounts. All recounts were completed successfully and in a
timely manner in Osceola County. We are looking forward to 2020, high
voter turnout and whatever challenges may come with it.

“The 2018 Election will be
remembered as the once in
a lifetime election that
tested our endurance. Our
planning paid off and gave
us a chance to test
ourselves and the
procedures we had planned
for. I am extremely pleased
with the Osceola election
staff and our successful
completion of the recount.”
-Mary Jane Arrington,
Supervisor of
Elections
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What is a Recount?
This year was an historic one. Not only did we have one statewide recount- we had three! This raised a lot of voter concern and
alerted us to the fact that there was much confusion about what triggers a recount. Here are some of the myths we heard during
this time:
Myth #1- They are having a recount because they don’t know how to count.
Truth: We are actually pretty good at counting. Also, we have machines to
help us.
Myth #2- This recount is happening because the Elections Office messed up.
Truth: This isn’t accurate. The recount happened because it was ordered by
the Secretary of State because the races were so very close.
Myth #3- All races will be counted again.
Truth: Nope, only those races that were ordered to be recounted were
recounted.
Staff ready to conduct the machine recount

Myth #4- We are looking at pregnant, dimpled or hanging chads.
Truth: Sorry to tell you but the chads disappeared a long time ago. We don’t vote that way anymore.
In the state of Florida, by law, we must conduct a machine recount if the results are within one half of one percent of each other.
The machines will read the ballots at this time and sort out the ballots that the machines believe were either overvoted (more
than one candidate was selected) or undervoted (no candidates were selected) for the designated race(s). Then, each county
reports results of the machine recount to the Department of State.
If the results for the race(s) are within one quarter of one percent and there are enough overvoted and undervoted ballots to
potentially change the outcome of the race, a manual recount is ordered. During the manual recount only those overvoted and
undervoted ballots are counted. The canvassing board is ultimately determining voter intent in order to count all ballots.
Sometimes this is impossible, other times it is quite clear who the voter intended to vote for.
If you ever experience a statewide recount again you will now
understand what is going on and hopefully, you can explain it to your
friends and family. The more educated the electorate is, the stronger our
democracy is!

Voter Education
On October 5, students from Celebration High School’s transition
class came to visit our office. Students in this class are of varying
Our Canvassing Board and Recording Secretary
abilities and are preparing for life after high school. The small group
of students came to learn about the voting process. Staff gave the class a tour of the office and warehouse where they
got to see all of the equipment used on Election Day and what a huge task it is to make Election Day happen.
To wrap up, in our training room students had a simulated voting experience. Kari Ewalt, community relations manager,
first explained how voters can cast a ballot both by mail and at a polling location either on Election Day or during Early
Voting. Then, the students practiced the process of voting in person from checking in at the
EViD station with their ID to inserting their ballot into the DS200.
Field trips like this one can be beneficial to students of all grade levels. Anyone who is
interested in setting up an event should contact Kari Ewalt at kari.ewalt@voteosceola.com.

Shout-out to
our Election
Workers!
Our elections would
not be possible without
election workers.
Election workers are all
citizens of our county
who attend training and
show up bright and
early on Election Day
to set up the location
and run their polling
place. They are paid
for their time but it
doesn’t mean they
have an easy job.
Election workers are in
the polling location a
minimum of 14 hours
and do their best to
make sure everyone
has a chance to cast a
ballot. They deal with
prepared, responsible,
sweet voters all the
way to unprepared
irate voters. As you
can imagine, this can
be challenging!
We would like to thank
them for all of their
hard work and
dedication to the
election process!

How to Fill Out Your Ballot
You may think filling out a ballot is easy or that everyone knows how to
properly fill it out. We are here to tell you that not everyone knows or
follows instructions. Osceola County prints ballot instructions across the
top of the first page of our ballot but it seems that some voters skip this
section. We want everyone’s vote to count. So, in case you (or someone
you know) needs a refresher, here it is:
-You must color in the oval next to the candidate or answer of your
choice. Do not use X’s or check marks. Do not underline or circle your
choice. The machines can’t read these marks.
-Use black ink. The machines have a hard time detecting pencil or other
colors of ink.
-Don’t doodle on your ballot. The machine may pick up your random
markings and get confused. This causes the
machine to kick out your ballot and it must be
duplicated.
-You can only vote for one candidate per
race. If you vote for more than one, the
machine can’t read it. If you fill in an oval,
then X it out, then fill in another one- the
machine can’t read it. You are allowed a
replacement ballot even if you are voting
by mail. You might want to consider this
if you accidentally vote for more than
one person.
In the future, if you have a ballot in
your hand and you’ve forgotten
everything you just read, there’s no
need to fret. Just look to the top of
the ballot and review the
instructions. We’ve got your
back!

Instructions found on your ballot

Recent Events
October
October kicked off the quarter with a bang. We started out the month by
finishing up our high school voter registration at Liberty and Gateway
High Schools and Election Worker training. That same week we hosted a
field trip of students from Celebration High School and rounded out the
first week at the Viva Osceola event
in Kissimmee. This event always
draws a large crowd and we spoke
to many citizens about voting and
registration.

Media Specialist Katie Goerner

On October 11 and 12 we took
part in the Sheriff’s Health Fair to
connect with Sheriff’s Department
employees. The third week of the
Clerk/VIS training class
month we delivered two Travel
Tote Lessons to Neptune Elementary where the media specialist, Katie
Goerner, used both lessons with her students in block.
Our community outreach team conducted supervised voting during the
fourth week at two nursing homes and the week ended with the start of
Early Voting. Early Voting saw the debut of our selfie stations. These
are spots set up for voters to take pictures and show off on social
media.

November
November, of course, brought Election Day. Not only did we conduct regular election
activities, we had the added excitement of three machine recounts and two manual recounts.

December
During the first week of this month, Supervisor Arrington attended the statewide FSASE conference for
Supervisors of Elections. On the third of December our community outreach team visited Horizon
Middle School for the day to teach a lesson on voting for president. The following week, Supervisor
Arrington spoke to a group of cub scouts about citizenship and voting.

Contact Us
Osceola County Supervisor of Elections Office
2509 E. Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy Kissimmee, FL 34744
Visit us on the web at www.voteosceola.com or give us a call for more information at (407) 742-6000

